What happens when it works…

· In 1996, HAART therapy became available to those living with HIV in rich countries, leading to a dramatic fall in mortality

· BUT the cost of HAART therapy made it far too expensive for most people in resource poor countries

· In 2001, 39 pharmaceutical companies launched a court action to prevent the South African government passing a law allowing for production and import of cheaper HAART “generics”





· There was an international outcry: 300,000 people from over 130 countries signed a petition to support the government’s position.

· The case was eventually dropped, and GSK even shared licenses. A “tiered” pricing scheme, based on per capita income, was introduced. 
Campaigning CAN make a difference, even when vested interests seem too powerful to overturn.
So, what can you do?
Global economic governance issues are not a part of the medical curriculum at Imperial, so get informed:

· Check out the Global Health Watch 2 report by the People’s Health Movement
· Read the final report by the WHO Commission on the Social Determinants of Health

Help drive our current campaigns:
· Our main campaigning activity at the moment is providing support to the ROBIN HOOD TAX campaign 

· We are also supporting a range of campaigns supporting democratic reform of global institutions including the IMF and World Bank
Ultimately, we are a member-led organization. We want to launch campaigns of our own in the future – and we welcome ideas from YOU!
To find out more…
Visit our website and blog at www.eg4health.org, or the Medsin page at http://www.medsin.org/camp aigns/economicgovernance.
If you already know you want to get involved in helping with events, presentations and workshops to get the message out, email your details to: sharif.ismail09@imperial.ac.uk
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What’s it all about?
· “Global economic governance” is about how the global economy is run. There is strong evidence linking economic policies with health outcomes. 

· Improvements in living standards and health outcomes between developed, and developing countries have diverged markedly since the 1980s
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· Since the global economic system – through institutions such as the IMF and World Bank – has a major role in setting development priorities and funding worldwide, we have to ask: are these institutions effectively representing developing country interests? Is wholesale reform required?
· But economic governance is also about an awful lot besides institutions like the World Bank and IMF: it takes into account everything from taxation to regulation.
· A crucial issue is trade policy, where agreements like TRIPS have had a major impact on the ability of developing country health systems to buy essential vaccines. Reforming the global trade system to better recognize developing country concerns is vital to ensuring continued health improvements.
Some really big issues right now…
· The global financial crisis: this presents us all with an unprecedented opportunity to push for reform of global financial institutions, trade agreements and tax systems – will we take it?
· Addressing the impact of climate change: the evidence that climate change will have profound health impacts is strong. But getting to grips with it will involve difficult political and economic change (as the Copenhagen Summit showed) – probably including a move away from carbon-based models of economic growth. How can health workers help steer this discussion?
What is EG4H and what are we trying to achieve?

· EG4H is a recently established NGO bringing together health workers and advocates, students, economists and development professionals to campaign on economic issues relating to health. We currently have about 200 members.
· EG4H’s fundamental objective is to encourage health workers to think beyond health systems, towards the social and economic factors that affect people’s health on a daily basis – and then to act on them.

Our aims are simple:

1. Improve awareness of global economic governance among the health community

2. Channel the voice of health workers to positively influence discussions on economic reform

3. Provide a platform for global health experts and advocates to engage with economists and development professionals working on economic governance, poverty eradication and climate change.
Ultimately, we want to strengthen WHO’s ability to fulfil its role of leadership on social and economic determinants of health.
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