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Current global development paradigm:

FUNDS 
diverted away 

from health 
budgets

Lack of transparency, accountability and 
democracy

 in global economic institutions

drug industry 
INCENTIVES are 
skewed towards 

short-term problems 
of rich patients

Universities sell their 
patents to the 

industry, who make 
drugs very 

EXPENSIVE in poor 
countries.

NEGLECTED 
tropical diseases 

do not get any 
research attention

limited ACCESS 
to good drugs in 
POOR countries

poor patients cannot 
AFFORD drugs for 
common problems 
like cancer, heart 

disease etc.

Universities 
are ignorant of 

their NEGOTIATING 
power with drug companies

limited ACCESS 
to good drugs in 
RICH countries

Persistence of poor Global Health

Poor countries 
STAY POOR

Globally, an unfair playing field, 
where RICH countries are able to 

increase their wealth, at the 
expense of poor countries.

(e.g. EU agricultural subsidies).

Belief that GREATER INEQUALITIES in wealth are good for progress. Belief that ECONOMIC GROWTH should be priority nr. 1 for all, and everything else will automatically get better thereafter.

HEALTH interests ignored 
(e.g. patent laws are more 

important than global 
epidemics)

ENVIRONMENTal 
interests ignored

Nationally, 
increased 

wealth 
INEQUALITIES

excess MARKETING 
(e.g. for every $ spent 

on research, drug 
companies spend 
$2 on marketing)

doctors prescribe 
drugs that are 
INEFFICIENT, 
wasting public 

funds

Little REGULATION 
of the drug industry

unethical 
RESEARCH 

(e.g. doctors get 
paid by drug 

companies "write" 
promotional 

scientific papers)

less money available 
for researching real 
BREAKTHROUGHS 
(instead, research is 
directed at 'me-too-

drugs', or at 
medicalizing the 

normal)

Poor people 
have more 

psychosocial 
STRESS

increase in diseases with an 
INFLAMMATORY component (e.g.  
heart disease, stroke, autoimmune 
conditions) & psychiatric conditions

GLOBAL 
WARMING 

(future)

reduced 
freshWATER 

supplies in 
mountains (for 

drinking & farming)

more floods
 & natural 

DISASTERS

water and food 
insequirity

War

more MIGRANTS & asylum 
seekers with limited access 

to healthcare

more 
mosquitoes & 

MALARIA

Figure 1 - some of the underlying causes of poor global health

poor countries have 
poor social 

determinants of health 
(e.g. water, sanitation)

high-carbon 
LIFESTYLEs in 
rich countries 

(today)

asthma & 
cancer from 

pollution

excess 
motorized 
transport

obesity


